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Abigail Reyes, QUESTIONS, 2021 
November 18, 2021-May 18, 2022 
Installation in Astor Place  
  

 
 
Swiss Institute (SI), in partnership with the Village Alliance and the New York 
City Department of Transportation’s Art Program, presents QUESTIONS, an Art Display 
Case installation by Abigail Reyes in Astor Place (between Broadway and Lafayette, 
in front of 20 Astor Pl). The site is located a few blocks from SI’s gallery at 38 
St Marks Pl, extending SI’s program into the neighboring Cooper Union and Astor 
Place community. Reyes's project considers journeys and migration, making the work 
conceptually relevant to its location above the subway station that has 
historically acted as a gateway onto the cultural life of the East Village.  
 
Where are you going?  
Who did you leave there?  
We’re not waiting for you.  
 
Depending on who is saying them in what context, these brief questions or 
statements regarding transit can create or reveal a power relation. For Reyes, 
these phrases point towards questions of origin, starting points, and senses of 
belonging to geographical or symbolic places. Spoken by different individuals – 
customs officers, migration officers, people we know, people we don’t know – the 
phrases are burdened with social and political implications, dreams and 
aspirations, the search for a better life in another country. 
 
Reyes took the photographs for this project on the CA-2 road in El Salvador in 
July-August 2021. This road connects El Salvador with other Central American 
countries and is one of the main paths that immigrants take to leave the country. 
The phrases are made using the colors of the national flags of Central American 
countries, which all contain blue and white. Reyes writes: “My purpose is to 
reflect on the paths that undocumented people take to get to the United States of 
America, to New York City, to Astor Place. I want to examine the ways in which 
Central Americans migrate, and it is my hope that immigrants will read the posters 
and recognize their own experiences in the words.” 
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This project is made possible in part through the SI Annual Exhibition Fund and the kind 
support of Robert S. Wennett and Mario Cader-Frech. Swiss Institute additionally wishes to 
thank Clarice O. Tavares and our partners, the Village Alliance and the New York City 
Department of Transportation’s Art Program.  
 

  
 
 
About Abigail Reyes 

 
Abigail Reyes (b. 1984, San Salvador) is a visual artist who lives and works in La Libertad, El Salvador. She 
studied graphic design at Don Bosco University in El Salvador. She has had solo exhibitions at MARTE Museum (El 
Salvador), Lokkus Contemporary Art Gallery (Colombia), Xtra Gallery (Guatemala), Manzanita Hall Gallery, California 
State University, Northridge, Los Angeles (United States), and Museum of Art and Design (Costa Rica), among others. 
She has had participated in group exhibitions at Museo Jumex (Mexico), Palais de Tokyo (Paris), Sies + Höke Gallery 
(Germany), Städtisches Galerie Wolfsburg (Germany), Taimiao Art Gallery (Beijing), Cinema Tonalá (Colombia), 
Teoretica (Costa Rica) and Lokkus Gallery (Colombia), among others. She was a selected artist for X America 
Biennale in 2016. She has been awarded the Y.ES Contemporary Prize for production and travel, and has participated 
in artist residencies in Brazil, Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador. In 2019, Abigail Reyes was the inaugural 
participant in SI's annual Clarice O. Tavares Residency for artists currently working in Latin America.  

 
About Astor Place 
 
Astor Place is the crossroads of the East and West Village, the nexus of an exciting, young, vibrant artistic 
community. Astor Place houses two public plazas that showcase live music, parades, interactive arts and other 
community-building programming. The Plazas are maintained by the Village Alliance. The Alliance provides 
supplemental public safety and sanitation services, landscaping and beautification, economic development and 
community revitalization initiatives.    

 
About the Village Alliance   
 
The Village Alliance, a business improvement district (BID), has proved itself to be a leading advocate for the 
Village community for nearly thirty years. The Alliance works to keep the area safe, clean and beautiful by 
providing programming, maintenance, public safety and landscaping to 44 blocks in Central Greenwich Village. The 
BID works with businesses, residents and cultural and academic institutions to drive economic growth. For more 
information, visit https://greenwichvillage.nyc/about-us/what-we-do/.     
 
About the NYCDOT Art Program 
 
The New York City Department of Transportation’s Art Program (DOT Art) partners with community-based, nonprofit 
organizations and professional artists to present temporary public art on NYC DOT property throughout the five 
boroughs for up to eleven months. Artists transform streets with colorful murals, dynamic projections and eye-
catching sculptures. Sidewalks, fences, triangles, medians, bridges, jersey barriers, step streets, public plazas 
and pedestrianized spaces serve as canvases and foundations for temporary art. Over the past 12 years, DOT Art has 
produced over 300 temporary artworks citywide. For more information, visit www.nyc.gov/dotart @nyc_DOT, 
@nyc_DOTArt. 

 
About Swiss Institute 
 
Swiss Institute (SI) is an independent non-profit contemporary art institution dedicated to promoting forward-
thinking and experimental art making through innovative exhibitions, education, and programs. Committed to the 
highest standards of curatorial and educational excellence, SI serves as a platform for emerging artists, catalyzes 
new perspectives on celebrated work, and fosters appreciation for under-recognized positions. SI is committed to 
being an organization that is diverse, equitable, and accessible in its work, structure and programming. Open to 
the public free-of-charge, Swiss Institute seeks to explore how a Swiss context can be the starting point for 
international conversations in the fields of visual and performing arts, design and architecture. 
 
SI Programming is made possible in part with public funds from Pro Helvetia, Swiss Arts Council; the New York State 
Council on the Arts, with the support of the New York State Legislature; and the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council. Main sponsors include LUMA Foundation, the Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts, and Friends of SI. Good OK Great Fantastic Perfect Grand Thank You is made possible 
in part by the Swiss Institute Annual Exhibition Fund with leadership support provided by the LUMA Foundation, Max 
and Monique Burger, the Garcia Family Foundation, the Kevin Wendle Foundation, the Freedman Family Foundation and 
Ghislaine Brenninkmeijer. SI gratefully acknowledges Swiss Re as SI ONSITE Partner, Vitra as Design Partner, 
Crozier Fine Arts as Preferred Shipping Art Logistics Partner, and SWISS as Travel Partner. 
 
Critical operating support has been provided to SI in 2020-21 as part of a collective fundraising effort. We thank 
the following supporters: The David Teiger Foundation, The Willem De Kooning Foundation, The Helen Frankenthaler 
Foundation, The Destina Foundation, The Stavros Niarchos Foundation, The Cy Twombly Foundation, The Henry Luce 
Foundation, The Fox Aarons Foundation, The David Rockefeller Fund, The Arison Arts Foundation, The Blavatnik Family 
Foundation, The Jacques and Natasha Gelman Foundation, The Robert Lehman Foundation, The Jill and Peter Kraus 
Foundation, The Milton and Sally Avery Arts Foundation and The Richard Pousette-Dart Foundation. 
 
Press Contact: press@swissinstitute.net, 212.925.2035 
 


